
“�The Europe we want  
is for all ages” 
7 proposals for the European elections 2019

Europe needs to tackle its demographic 
challenge in a fair and sustainable way 
and fulfil the pledge to leave no one 
behind.
To achieve this, the European Union 
must be driven by its citizens towards 
actions that will embody our common 
core values of non-discrimination, 
equality and solidarity.

Why this manifesto

What we demand
AGE Platform Europe calls on the 
European Parliament to foster 
initiatives that will protect the rights 
of Europeans at any age. 
Respect for dignity and autonomy are 
universal human rights that are central 
prerequisites to effective and meaningful 
participation in society. 

We propose 7 ideas… 
that will help preserve our right to work 
and engage as active citizens in local 
communities, to access adequate social 
protection and care, as well as the right 
to live a later life free from discrimination 
and abuse.
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AGE Platform Europe is the largest network of older people in Europe. We work in  
the interest of the 200 million older adults of today - and those of tomorrow.

1/4 residents of the European  
Union is already aged 60+

By 2080, the very old (80+)  
could more than double 

Women’s pension are still 40% 
lower than men’s pensions in 
today’s EU

of older Europeans lack access  
to long-term care services

40%

30%

x2



1. �Fighting age discrimination 
will become an identified priority on 
equal foot to all other grounds of 
discrimination and that an ambitious 
directive on equal treatment will be 
promptly adopted.

2. �EU action on employment will 
take a life-course perspective to 
create inclusive labour markets that 
meet the needs of today’s European 
ageing workforces.

3. �Safe, adequate and sustai­
nable pensions will be guaran
teed to both women and men today 
and for future generations.

4. ��The right to age in dignity is 
protected through adequate and 
affordable person-centred health 
and long-term care accessible to all 
to ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all ages.

5. �EU supports health for all 
with a preventive and life-course 
approach and prevents loneliness 
through European funds.

6. �Universal access to goods 
and services will be guaranteed in 
today’s digitalised society, including 
for older persons. 

Ageing should also be mainstreamed 
in actions on housing, urban 
development, and trans­
port to create age-friendly environ
ments across the European Union.

7. �At national level, Member States 
develop national strategies 
on ageing with the active  
involvement of older persons.

At EU level, the Intergroup on 
Active Ageing and Solidarity between 
Generations is re-established after 
the elections for MEPs and citizens to 
be able to debate how to best tackle 
Europe’s demographic challenge.

www.age-platform.eu  |  towardsanagefriendlyep.com
E-mail: info@age-platform.eu  |  Twitter: @AGE_PlatformEU  |  +32.2.280.14.70

European Commission Transparency Register ID: 16549972091-86

AGE work is co-funded by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme of the European Union. This document is the 
sole responsibility of AGE Platform Europe and cannot be taken to reflect the views of the European Commission

“�The elections come at a turning 
point for the European Union to 
urgently reconnect with its citizens. 
The European Parliament must 
show that working together gives 
better results in promoting social 
justice and equality within the 
European Union.”

Ebbe Johansen
AGE Platform Europe president

Read the full manifesto online 
bit.ly/AGE-Manifesto19

As candidates to the European Parliament  
elections, we call on you to ensure that:
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http://www.age-platform.eu
https://towardsanagefriendlyep.com/
https://twitter.com/AGE_PlatformEU
https://towardsanagefriendlyep.com/age-manifesto/

